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saw my job failure in my family’s eyes 


Its a - 2 now there = 
plenty j opportunities for 
Take it from me. That's the hard i 
way to discover a mistake. 
I thought I was in solid down at 
the plant with my years of experi- 
ence. They'd never lay me off. 
But they did. And I was in solid 
—as long as business was good. But 


me, “everybody has to pull his own 
weight and a little more. Experience 


1. “How to Succeed,” a gold mine of 


signed up for 
studied at home in m 

Then I went back the 
The boss was so impressed with m 
1. C. S. diploma, he gave me another 
try...and soon after I even got a 


job tips that will open 
your eyes to your own 
vio 2. outline 

op’ ities in 
the field A your choice. 
3. A sample I.C.S. les- 
son text. Send for them 
today. 
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WoRDS 


from the 
EDITOR 


AREAL ENTHUSIAST dips his 
pen into the ink this month for 
ol’ CC to head up our new humor 
department. Carl Kohler, avery 
funny guy with many creative talents, 
initiates us all with one of the clever- 
est bits of fiction pieces to be set in 
print. The story naturally deals with 
a typical member of today’s younger 
set and his trials and tribulations with 
the “pom pom” invasion of the boule- 
vard sports car addict. I'm sure you 
will find “The Legend of Ledhed 
McSlabb” a highlight of this month’s 
contents. For more of Kohler’s hu- 
morous treat check out our new 
monthly character series on page 60 
appropriately titled “Junior Flip.” 
Eric Rickman, another one of our 
prolific bird dogs in the field, has a 
six page session in this month’s pack- 
age dealing with how to install a ‘55 
Oldsmobile engine and early LaSalle 
column shift transmission in the pop- 
ular ’40 Ford, The greatest element of 
this feature is that the step-by-step 
photographic presentation shows you 
how to do the job truly — “the right 


way. eo a 
The custom fraternity has a treat 
in store for them within the following 
sixty-six pages. The Barris combo of 
George, and brother Sam, are back 
with us this month unveiling the 
secrets of how to adapt a ’49-'51 Merc 
grille shell in your personal set of 
wheels. This is a feature that I know 
you will want to file away in the 
morgue cabinet. 
Next month we feel we really have 
a rare delicacy in store for you. We 
are keeping it strictly a surprise, but 
we can convey that it is undoubtedly 
the wildest, most fantastic, craziest 
"50 Ford ragtop that you've had the 
chance to see. We say this only be- 
cause ... it’s true, see yuh’ then. 


—dick day 


Subscribe to 
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COMPETITION WHEEL SPINNERS 


Palamides’ Automotive has just announced 

a brand new item for competition cars. This 
beautifully polished aluminum spiuner is 
now available for any aluminum or 
magnesium competition wheel. It will fit 
over all Ford and Mercury axle hubs or 
spindle hubs. Price at $7.50 each. Write: 
Palamides’ Automotive, 574 West MacArthur 
Bivd., Oakland, Cailfornia. 












760 W. California St., Glendale 3, Calif. 





JACKSON ROTO FAZE 


An all new ignition for all OHV and 
flathead V8 engines. Unit has 

double isolated secondary and primary. 
Positive gear type advance with any ) 
desired advance curve. Degree ring on base | | 
for positive spark lead setting. { 
Aluminum case, all steel parts are hardened 
and ground, cam by Winfield. Unit 

is not connected to manifold or carburetor, 
will work with any setup. Price, $98.00, 
T-Bird $108.00. Write: Jackson 
Engineering Research and Design, 
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‘ 
‘ 





INDEPENDENT PRESSURIZED FUEL SYSTEM 


Named for the week end drag enthusiast, 
is this new independent pressurized fuel 
system. Tank is metal spun with “sun ray” 
finish. Unit includes pressure pump, shut 
off valve, tank mounting brackets, pressure 
cap assembly and the new clear fuel line 
revealing the fuel level of the tank. Priced 
$59.00. Write: Moon Auto Equip. 10935 S. 
Bloomfield Ave., Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 















*gAT, SLEEP 
€4 iF ves re CARS..-- 
TURN YOUR HOBBY 

INTO A CAREER! 


































CHEV V8 HEADERS 


This newly developed header fits '55 and 

56 Chev V8 models and is reported: to have 

helped performance to the tune of 18 road 

horsepower over the stock Chev dual system. 

Constructed from heavy duty 14-gauge 

| tubular steel. Header pipes are welded 

to a 5/16 hot rolled, “pickled in oil” steel 

| face plate to prevent warpage. Available 

soon for Ford Thunderbirds. See your dealer 

| or write: Hedman Muffler and Mfg. Co., 
11039 Washington Bivd., Culver City, Calif. 


of, 


Send for FREE FACT-BOOK 
AND SAMPLE LESSON! 


HEADLIGHT EXTENSION-BROWS 


Now cars back to 1949 can have the new 
“eyebrow” hooded fender styling of °56. 
It’s done with authentic results by simply 
” welding a pair of these new pre-formed steel 
at extensions to the fenders, over your present 
ure § headlamps. Xtension-Brows are heavy-gauge 
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steel stampings, custom pre-formed to fit No obligation, 
j fender contours precisely. Xtension-Brows a 
He. are available for 1949-51 Fords; 1949-54 ADDRESS wd 

Chevs; 1949-51 Mercs. Price is $24.95 per | | @°°———_____-_____2088.__stare 






pair. Write: Calif. Custom Accessory Co., Ferme: dns Dox of Dashes wi sien. 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Dear Sirs: 

I am only thirteen years old but I am a car 
lover. I picked up my first copy of CAR CRAFT, 
in February 1954 because I saw a hot rod on 
the front of it. 

Lately everybody has been knocking hot 
fods down and that is why I wrote this letter 
and I would like to see it in your next copy of 
CAR CRAFT. 

“A HOT ROD” 

Some people think a hot rod is a car that 
has been chopped and dropped down a couple 
of inches, with dual exhaust and a high power- 
ed engine to give it more speed. Yes, this is 
partly right, but don’t the 56 models go 
faster than the °54 and 55 models? So what 
is the difference? People who don’t know 
the true meaning of hot rods say, “Look at 
that hot rod. It is all souped up so it can go 
fast and kill people.” Don’t jump to con- 
clusions. How do you know how fast it can 
go? Maybe it can go 120 mph and maybe only 
fifty. Do you want to know what a hot rod 
really is? It is a car fixed the way a person 
likes it. They are built to stop quicker, handle 
better on the road, and give you better gas 
mileage and comfort while you ride along the 
highway. 

Just a little reminder; Slow is a four letter 
word, so is Life; Speed is a five letter word, 
so is Death. 

— Doug Warren 
Topsfield, Mass. 
You're coming through loud and clear Doug, 
— Ed. 
READER'S TIP TO READERS 
Dear Sirs: 
In your March issue you had on page 26, 


“The Hubcap Craze.” You will find it less 
expensive if you will get the spinner out of a 


’51 Ford grille. It is the same size as the center 
of the hubcap and has brackets to bolt them 
on. I am putting them on my car. I did not 
think of it until I read the story. 
Just trying to help some boys who don't 
have a lot of money to put in the hubcaps. 
— Bill Brown 
Birmingham, Ala. 


send you a picture of it. 


Thanks for the tip Bill, and let's see that Chey 
when completed — Ed. 


SCRANTON SCRAMBLER AND LOOKER 
Dear Sirs: 

Enclosed is a picture of my ‘52 Chevy 
which I worked over in my spare time. 

The front coil springs are cut which} ; 


rear 3 inches. 

So far I have installed a 52 Pontiac grille 
and later I plan to install 56 Chev headlights 
and ‘56 Plymouth taillights. 

The engine has been modified by the fol- 
lowing: head milled .40; bore .60 inch; 8 to 
1 raised dome pistons; 34 race cam; lightened 





flywheel, dual intake and exhaust manifold 
and Mallory ignition. 
I enjoy Car Craft and read every issue. 
Keep up the good and interesting work. 
— Joseph Lankowski 


Scranton, Pa. 


Very interesting looking grille you have there, 
Joe. We might even go so far as to say that 
floating V stands for a victorious effort. Sounds 
like it might hustle right along, too.— Ed. 
MERC-SON OR HUD-CURY? 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed are some pictures of my 1949 
Hudson club coupe. I changed the front ap- 


pearance by lowering the front of the hood 
and taking off the chrome. The grille work is 


from a 42 Stade and the front bumper from 
a Mercury. 

"| The car didn’t have a motor in it when I 
it bought it from a junk yard, so I installed a 
1949 Mercury motor and overdrive trans- 


It took about three months of my spare 
time to get it ready for the road. It is a nice 
toad car with the Merc engine and I like the 
appearance. The car is painted a ’51 Cadillac 

eter green lacquer. 

I did all the work on it myself except some 
arc welding on the motor mounts. Your mag- 
azine helped a lot in the building of my car. 

— David Alden 
Frederic, Wisconsin 


We are often amazed that more car enthusi- 
ests don't work with Hudsons. It doesn’t take 
much work to make them look real sleek and 


.| the addition of a V8 (flathead or overhead) 


gives them an engine with lots of potential. 
Your car looks great, Dave.— Ed, 
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ae NEW 1956 CATALOG 
Se alall: Lae ola 
POWER! ECONOMY! STYLE! 


li ie | 
Ane 


Tells You. . 
Hew Te Make Your Car A 
POWERHOUSE! 


New! ee 

power products to your 

car's Power, Pep, Pick-up, Efficien- 

cy, Economy, Safety, Styling! Over 

100,000 in stock: Multi-Carburetion ; 

Dusl Exhausts; Superchargers; 

Racing Cams, Heads, Pistons, En- 

gines; Customizing Accessories, Chrome Trim; ete. 
BIG SAVINGS! Plus “How-To” tips, power secrets. 
FREE! No Strings! Write to: 


WHOLESALE CATALOG 





COVER CAR: 


It’s not bard to see why Jerry Malouf, 2 young 
Southern California custom fan, chose the 'S4 Merc 
for basic restyling material. The stock body pos- 
sesses a very adept personality for easy customiz- 
sng. Jerry's choice was the’S5 Lincoln grille sections 
matching the two stock horizontal bumper bars of 
the Merc. Fake hood airscoop was extended slight- 
ly and trimmed off with round rod. All exterior 
chrome trim was discarded from bood and scoop. 


EB ¥: 


Modernized Merc 


altering only taillights, grille 
and minor components can transpose the '54 
Merc into a shining showpiece 





Fender line was extended «a considerable 
twenty inches due to headlight and tail- 
light modifications. Door handles were 
removed and doors are now actuated by an 
electrical system. Body has been lowered 
4-inches in front and full 6-inches in rear. 


uge ’SS Packard Caribbean taillight as- 
Misr boc are neatly fitted to rear fenders. 

body work was done by Competition 
fe Shop located in Los 


Angeles, 


Photos by Joe Moore 


Headlight treatment was accomplished by 
first frenching stock headlight rim to 


fender, then adding a small sheet metal 
shade over the top. Round rod was utilized 
to obtain smooth, rounded edge of shade. 





‘55 Olds and side-shift Cad 
gearbox gives double shot to early 
Fords; horsepower and durability 


L_SURENANT Gay Posersoa, USAF, ee ae 
life here on earth was becoming a shade dull. Fortunately for us, his 
words fell on the right ears, those of Dick Lyon (Lyon Engineering) and 

& project was put in motion. 

Peterson, in possession of a fine ‘forty coupe and a surplus of flight pay. 
followed Lyon's suggestion of installing a '55 Olds 88 and Cadillac side- 
shift gearbox. The husky box was chosen so that the full output of the big 
overhead could be used to the hilt — that’s the way Peterson's been used 
to having it lately! 

The installation is relatively easy as regards to clutch hook-up, generator 
and starter location. The steering is no problem, since a Hildebrandt lower 
bellhousing felocates the starter on the right side of the engine. 
Relocation of the oil filter is also necessary, and made possible with 
Hildebrandt by-pass plate that bolts over the block outlet for the filter. 
The only possible disadvantage of the installation is in the fact that the 
fan cannot be used because of the engine’s proximity to the radiator. Let's 
see how it was done. 


Text and Photos by Eric Rickman 
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Lo ae ee es 


1, Forward face of Ford trans- 
mission mount casting must 

be relieved (machined) to clear 
bransmision rear bearing 

and snap ring. Ford bolt circle 
must then be transferred to 
rear face of Cad transmission, 
Outer bolt circle on transmission 
will later be plugged to prevent 
oil loss through unused holes 
which extend through box. 


2. The outer bolt circle ~ 
is plugged in the following — 
manner. Thread length of 
shoulder bolts is shortened to + 


match depth of bolt holes so that 
they won't protrude inside case. 
Bolts, dipped in Permatex, are 
screwed in as far as they 

will go (and then some) and 
then sawed off flush. 

This seals the end of the case. 


3. Before (top) and after 


shot of the Cad gearbox output © 
shaft. The shaft must be cut i 
to length, turned down and & 


resplined to fit the Ford U-joint 
collar. New hole must then be & 


| drilled ond tapped in ond of shaft 


for U-joint locking bols. 


All measurements for cutting and ba 


machining shaft can be taken 
from the Ford output shaft. 


4. Cad gearbox shifting arms 
must be shortened to maintain 
proper shifting lever travel 

at the steering wheel, This is 
done by cutting the arm just 
below the bend and overlapping 
the stub as shown and welding 
solidly on both sides. 

Because of the freedom of 
movement in the linkage, the 
overlap isn’t undesirable, 
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HOW TO DO IT continued 


5. Home free — the Cad box 

in place and shift linkage 

cut and re-threaded for proper 
length. A Hildebrandt pilot 
bearing adaptor must be used in 
end of crank to adapt to trans- 
misson mainshaft. Hydro flywheel 
was swapped for ’49-’53 Olds 
flywheel. A stock Cad clutch and 
a’50 Olds bellbousing (or ’49 to 
$4 standard shift Cad) are used. 


6. There are many methods 

of locating the engine for the 
proper angle of installation. 
Lyon prefers the use of a 

level. With the engine, 
transmission and ball joint 
assembled, and a jack under the 
engine, vertical location is 
determined by leveling the face 
of the carburetor mounting 
flange. Be sure car is level, 


7. Side tilt is eliminated 

in much the same manner. Don’t 
lean on the car! Center 

location of the engine is made 
by taking readings from the end 
of the crankshaft to the 

frame rails at each side. Once 
engine is centered and leveled 
iss all directions, it is tempor- 
arily blocked in position before 
mounting brackets are made. 


8. Because of the length of 

the bigger Cad gearbox, the 
engine is positioned farther 
forward than the stocker. This 
makes for ample firewall clearance 
but prevents use of the regular 
Olds front, center mount method. 
Therefore, Lyon fabricated side- 
mount brackets that fit over the 
stock Ford engine mount 

pads on the frame rails. 
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9. With the aid of cardboard ; 
templates, front mounting brackets 
are made similar to this. 

H-inch threaded bolt boles 

are already provided by the 
factory on each lower 

front corner of the block. Notice 
shat this bracket is held in 

place by a bolt in one of 

these holes while a top bolt 

bole is drilled as shown. 


10. Oddly enough, a corre- 
sponding hole is already provided 
in the upper left side of the block, 

but the right-band bole must 
be drilled and tapped as shown. 
Drilling the top right-hand 
bole with the bracket in place 
(as in photo number 9) 

assures proper alignment of 
the hole. 44-inch tap drill is 
used, bracket is drilled larger. 


11. Neat appearing bracket 
conforms to the side contour of 
the block by necessity, so 
that bottom bolt will provide 
adequate support. \e-inch 
plate is used in construction 
of the brackets. Front 
reinforcing plate of bracket 
is such that it will 

clear fuel pump that mounts 
just ahead of it. 


12. Notice that the 

position of the newly fabricated 
front mount bracket, as seen 
from the rear and below, makes 
use of two points, the original 
crossmember mounting hole 
and the aforementioned bole 
in the Oldsmobile block. 
Adequate header clearance is 
obvious, permitting stock 

or individual routing. 
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HOW TO DO IT continued 


13. Adequate hood height 

in the ’40 model permits use 
of a late model battery 
bracket, bolted and braced to 
the firewall. This location 
makes the battery 

accessible and gets it away 
from much of the engine 

beat which is very detrimental 
to battery operation. 

Upper bracket bolts to firewall. 


14. No room for the fan, 

even with the radiator 34 of an 
inch abead of stock location. 
High hood permits generator to 
be mounted on power steering 
bosses of ’55 manifold. Modified 
51 Olds generator bracket is 
used, Drive is provided via ’51 
Olds waier pump pulley and 
idler. Original late model pulley 
setup is too big, not needed. 


15. From past experience, 

Lyon bas found that the ’40 

radiator is more than adequate to 

cool the big overbeads. Since 

the new engines use only one 

inlet and one outlet, old openings Fe 
must be altered as shown. Late PI 
Ford neck of 14-inch diameter is F 
repositioned in upper tank 

to line up with outlet 

in Olds block. 


16. One of the big 

advantages in this installation 

is the simplicity of the 

clutch hookup. Due to difference 
of direction of actuating motion, 
pedal linkage take-off must 

be moved from a point above to 
a point below the pedal pivot. 
Cardboard template, cut as 
shown, provides pattern for 
extension shown in next photo. 
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17. The stock Ford clevis 

pin is retained to provide an 
anchor for pedal return 
spring. Be sure that the new 

' extension plate bas 
enough width to make a good, 
solid weld, ’49-51 Ford 
clutch linkage is used to 
actuate Cad clutch arm, 
requiring a bole rather than 
4 pin in pedal arm extension. 


18. Upon installation, it was 
found that the Cad clutch 
required more arm travel than 
was provided by using the stock 
Ford pivot point distances. 
Additional throw was obtained by 
increasing the distance between 
the pedal arm pivot poimt and 
the bole in the new bracket to 
1% inches. Brake pedal and 
linkage retain stock position, 


ttn NS 


BEFORE AFTER 
Before and after shots make startling comparison, when it is realized that more then 
twice the horsepower is comfortably accomodated with an even neater arrangement. 
Shoulder width of muscular brute gives no steering hassle. For CAR CRAFT readers, 
Lyon bas consented to make up all brackets, housings, etc., in «a special kit form. 
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A confirmed sports car enthusiast, Pete Brock, 
an automotive design student at the Art Center 
School of Los Angeles, bas constructed one of 
the most unusual and originally designed '46 
Ford products that we have chanced to see. 


Lightweight Ford is motivated by ’54 Cad en- 
gine. Transmission is ’38 LaSalle. Beautiful 
nosepiece was made from two ’49 Merc grille 
shells spliced together. Body rake is due to 
dropped front axle and 8.00 x 16 tires at rear. 


International 
racing theme 

influences 
school boy's 
Cunningham 





Special extended rear pan houses recessed Dick and Dale’s Upholstery Shop of Red- 
license plate. Taillights emanate from wood City, Calif., did immaculate stitch- 
late Austin Healey. Special push bar ar- ing on blue and white rolled and pleated 
rangement takes the place of stock bumper. interior. Top bas been chopped «a full 

i welt is fitted in fender seams. 3'4-imches and a Carson padded top fitted. 


The Ford’s body bas been sectioned 51-inches and then channeled 
over the frame another S-inches. Fenders have been raised and wheel 
openings reshaped, All exterior trim has been removed to lend un- 
cluttered appearance. Arctic White paint with dark blue stripes adds 
sports car flavor. Norm’s Auto Body did major body modifications. 





a stirring Mcsaga 

of pathos, courage, 
adventure and Mcwoe 

in the field of McCustomizing 


Text and Illustrations 
by Carl McKohler 


[t ALL STARTED on one of those smogion 
summer nights when you could see Holly- 
wood clear from Hollywood. The three of us 
— Nerfia, Sparky and myself — were comfort- 
ably scoffing up our usual Friday midnight 
burgers, at the Brody Inn, when this wickedly 
underslung fire-engine red, continental-type 
sports car slithered into the parking space 
next to my ’49 Ford. 

The character behind the wheel was strictly 
from ugh. Chartreuse shantung jacket, purple 
canvas knickers, two-toned earth pads (shoes) 
and a face like an idiot-gopher under his mo- 
hair beret. He also wore a gargoylish grin like 
it was painted there. 

“Wow, dig the Yo-Yo,” observed Sparky 
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“A real type,” I chuckled. 

“Why it’s Chauncey!” gurgled Nerfia, leap- 
ing out of my kemp and draping herself 
shamelessly over the gunwale of the red pint- 
size wagon. “Chauncey de Phew! Remember 
me — Nerfia McBarr? 

They went into a passionate clinch, right 
before my stunned eyes. Suddenly, my marsh- 
mallow malt tasted strictly from blah. They 
kept on clinching. It was sickening. 

“Play it cool, dad,” advised Sparky. “Maybe 
he’s her long lost grandpa or some other un- 
likely creep.” 

“Personally,” continued Sparky from the 
depths of a super gigantic supreme cheese- 
burger deluxe, “I think it’s his car. That 
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Nerfia’s a real sucker for crazy cars. Yeh, it's 
the car, dad.” 

“YOU CUT THAT OUT,” I shouted 
calmly, “OR I'LL MAKE YOU PAY FOR 
YOUR OWN MALT AND BURGER, 
NERFIA McBARR!” 

She flung my handcarved, teakwood NHRA 
brooch in my face, followed with a haughty 
glare and clambered into the sports car. 

“Wait!” 1 yelped piteously, “Wait! I was 
only —” 

With a muted blast they shot out of the 
drive-in and vanished into the night. I sank 
back — bewildered, confused, stunned; the 
portrait of a defeated man. 

“Like I said,” repeated Sparky, picking up 
Nerfia’s burger, “It was probably that zonkie 
wagon of his. You know how dames are 
when it comes to those furrin’ jobs.” 

“No,” I croaked. 

“That's what I mean, dad.” 

In the next few days I received saddening 
rumors from this grapevine and that. Nerfia 
was seen all over town with the “de Phew” 
character. Nerfia was going to be his mascot 
when he entered his sports car in the forth- 
coming custom car show. Nerfia was spreading 
word that she was definitely through with 
dumb jerks who had no more imagination 
than to own and tool stock ’49 Fords. Oh, I 
received all the gossip —and each tale was 
staggering. 

“Dad, you're losing weight over this session. 
We gotta do something before you waste away 
to nothing.” Sparky studied me with a critical 
eye. “How about we enter the old Ford in 
that car show and walk off with first prize yet? 
Wouldn't that frost the creep and bring 
Nerfia arunning back on the double?” 

“T’ll have to give you an ‘A’ for effort, old 
buddy-buddy.” I jerked a thumb ar the Ford. 
“Look at those stock lines. Look at those con- 
ventional type fenders . . . bumpers . . . grille 
... Side-panels . . . all of chem strictly from 
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“Ob, I recewed all the gossip.. 


no dice when it comes to competing with 
something like Chauncey’s squirrel canoe.” 

“So we customize and sink Chauncey with a 
real, genuine All-American custom job! 
You've seen some of the jazzed-up effects the 
guys around town get with a little torch and 
lead work. Why, I bet we could —” 

“By George!” I vowed, and expression of 
determination filtering into my clean-cut, All- 
American youthful face, “we'll do it! We'll 
show that foreign job what a couple of clean- 
cut, All-American type youths can do when 
the chips are down!” I yanked off my cap and 
held it reverently over my heart. 

“Yeh, us All-American types are lousy with 
ingenuity!” 

Twenty minutes later we tooled up to the 
Borris Brudders Kustom Kar Works. It was a 
madhouse. Cars were jammed bumper to 

all over the place, and standing in 
line a half-block down the street. We saunter- 
ed over to the receptionist — a blowsy little 
redhead with her button-nose stuck in a copy 
of Torrid Romances. 

“We'd like to see about having our car 
worked on,” I said politely. 

“Sure.” She reached for an appointment- 
book without taking her eyes off the magazine. 
“I can fit you in at 8:30, Thursday morning, 
April 19, 1973.” 








.and each tale was staggering.” 


I did some rapid-fire math on my fingers, 
using both thumbs in lieu of a slide-rule. It 
didn’t come out. The car show was only five 
days off. Despondently, I shuffled back to the 
car. No matter how you sliced it — it still came 
out a big fat drag. 

“Man, we can’t give up now — not now 
when we're winning!” chimed Sparky. Gaily, 
he whipped out a card and shoved it into my 
gloomy face. It read: “If at first you don’t suc- 
ceed — try, try, try, try, try, again. Then quit. 
Don’t be a fool.” 1 raised a quizzical eyebrow. 
“This is philosophy?” 

“We're only on our second try, dad!” 
sparked Sparky. 

“You've been reading those teenage col- 
umns again,” I accused. 

“Naw,” he smirked. “Me mother was fright- 
ened by an optimist!” 

“Oh, come off the happytime kick, old 
buddy!” I wailed, burying my face in my 
hands. “We've had it. We're licked. There's 
simply #0 way to have the '49 ready in five 
days.” 


“Let's not be a furshlugginer quitter, man.” 
“Okay!” I snapped. How are we going to 
chop it? Tell me that? And channel it? And 
lead it? And where are we going to get the 
snarky off beat grille? Or the nice little 
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touches, here and there, which make a fan--@ey 


tastic custom car?” I groped blindly in my 
pockets and held out a handful of silver. “On 
4 buck-thirty-two?” 

“Geez, the way you talk—a guy would 
think you hadda have loot to do anything in 
this crazy old world!” He held up a can open- 
er. “We start the chopping with this lil gismo. 
Then, after we —” 

“Chop a whole car with a can opener, boy 
you're ready for a bench at Camarillo.” 

Sparky eyed me sternly. “Dad, you're not 
listening.” 

And that’s the way we started customizing 
the old ’°49—with a lousy can opener. Or 
rather, a gross of the things, because they 
gave out every twenty-inches or so. Two days 
later we had a channeled, chopped car, a pile 
of ruined can openers four-feet high, dis- 
located wrists . . . and a new problem. 

“All right, wiseguy,” I moaned. “Lead. 


"Sure. 1 can squeeze you iss at 8:30 Thurs- 
day morning, that’s April 19, 1973.” 


Where are we going to get free lead?” 

“You still ain't got the right attitude.” 
Sparky grinned confidentially. “Let's shag over 
to your pad and start picking up all those 
trophies you won at the drags in the stock 
class. There's your lead, dad! Oodles of the 
stuff —after we melt it down in the sauce 
pans we're gonna con my mother out of! 
Clever?” 

“Oh, cunning,” I admitted irritably. 

By now, the old ’49 began to take on new 
lines and shape. Slowly, hope was restored to 
my shattered heart. Maybe I could yet win 
back the fickle Nerfia. Anyway — win, lose or 
be run out of town by an outraged committee 
of show judges— we were dedicated to our 
task. Heck we had to: the 49 was a real mess 
at this stage. There was no turning back. With 
unflagging courage, I swallowed my cowardly 
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fears and dug into the chore with renewed 
fervor. 

Two more days and we had beautified the 
’49 with an attractive shark-tooth grille, built 
up the rear fenders, and installed nerf-bars all 
the way around the car. We stood, exhausted 
and grimy, gazing upon our work. “And to 
think,” I marveled, “that you did all this 
with just a pair of pliers and a ballpeen ham- 
mer with a bent peen, already!” 

“All American-type ingenuity, dad,” mur- 
mured Sparky blushing furiously. “Wait'll we 
install the rest of the goodies!” 

Came the goodies. First, we installed a small 
TV set, an old phonograph and an instant 
coffee machine in the dash. Next, we cleverly 
installed a planter box, complete with ferns 
and stunted baby palm trees, in the extra 
space aft of the front seat. After that came the 
upholstery — laminated, rejuvenated, rein- 
forced . . . wall paper. Proudly we sauntered 
around our customized ’49; staring admiringly 
at the multiple-headlights, the rash of exhaust 
pipes, the breath-grabbing lines . . . 

Then I noticed something. 

“Sparky!” I screamed. “We forgot to paint 
wl” 

“Yeep,” gurgled Sparky. 

I consulted my watch. The car show was due 
to open in exactly two hours. Two hours to get 
a paint job on the stained, spattered, splotchy 
finish of our car! 

“Listén, you go down and enter the car!” 
said Sparky, “I got an idea. Go ahead and park 
the job in our space down there and I'll hop 
down just as soon as —” 

I stopped banging my head against the 
concrete floor. 

“As soon as what? What can we possibly 
do now?” 

"Yon Dutch!” shouted Sparky over his 
shoulder, sprinting for the door. “I'll get 
Von Dutch to stripe every last furshlugginer 
inch of it — right there at the show before the 
judges reach us!” 

Desperation as some old churl or other 
once equipped, is the mother, father, custodian 
and probation-officer of miracles. So I wheeled 
show-ward, dead-sure we had had it — but 
hoping that for once in my crummy life I 
was wrong. 

Space #34 was right next to the crimson, 


gleaming monster of Chauncey de Phew and 
girlfriend Nerfia. They smiled sophisticated 
smiles of sheer contempt as I parked my re- 
vamped, paintless ‘49. Chauncey paused in 
his careful polishing of the low-hung sports 
car to direct scathing attention my way. 

“Aye say, lad, good joke, that,” he snickered 
in the well-bred tones of a cobra with a head- 
cold. “Tell me, ol’ man, e’s that the new dull 
finish I hear e’s so popular this year? Haw!” 

“Oh, Chauncey!” trilled girlfriend, Nerfia, 
favoring me with a richochet-glance of disdain 
and amusement, “You're a card —simply a 
clown! You'll have to admit that . . . that 
novelty does offer a lovely contrast to a real 
sports car!” 

“Haw!” nasalled gargoyle-boy, flicking hys- 
terical tears of laughter from his eyes with a 
mink-chamois. “Jolly good, m’dear!” 

I guess I haven’t a sense of humor. All I 
could do was huddle there, praying Sparky 
would come through, and try to pretend I 
was strickened totally deaf. Supposing he 
doesn’t make it in time? What sf this Von 
Dutch guy refuses to work on the car? My 
blood reversed coutse at the thought and my 
nervous-system paled. 

And then Sparky showed up, an anxious 
smile lathered across his weird little puss. 
“It’s... okay ...dad...,” he panted. “Von 
... Dutch... will... be over... . right 

. - away!” 

At the other end of the huge showroom, the 
judges were gathering. Three hard-faced char- 
acters who had probably awarded prizes to 
the most superb cars ever assembled. I raked 
a quick, shuddering glance at our well-de- 
signed but shabbily-finished car. Without a 
smitch of paint it looked like an escapee from 
“Herman’s” junkyard. I could just visualize 
the expression on the Judges’ faces if that 
Von Dutch character, whoever he was, didn’t 
show in time... 

“What's holding him up?” I hissed. 

“I dunno,” whispered Sparky, worriedly 
peering at the entrances. “He promised to 
jump right over as soon as he finished —” 
Sparky broke off and moaned softly, elo- 
quently. “They're starting down the line, dad! 
The judging’s begun!” 

Frantically, I counted the gleaming, glitter- 
ing cars between us and the judges. About 
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ten of them. Giving each car a minimum of 
ten minutes of the committee’s attention—we 
had a little over an hour before the boom was 
lowered, 

“Where is this misbegotten artist?” I 
whimpered. 

“By Gadfry,” intoned Chauncey in a loud 
voice, “that's what I call courage! You chaps 
really take the bally old crumpets. Are you 
really serious about putting that blinking cat- 
astrophe against my car?” 

“Ahhhbbbhh, your father’s mustache — you 
cotton picker —” 

“Sparky, please!” I said, shocked at him. 

“Hey, bere be comes!” yelled Sparky. 


The crowd of onlookers suddenly 
split wide open. “Von Dutch and 
that goofy motorized pogo-stick!” 


said Sparky with admiration. 
— “Ain't be the craziest?” 
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The growing crowd of onlookers suddenly 
split and began racing out of the path of — so 
help me God —a guy bouncing along like a 
whirlwind on bedsprings, little puffs of ex- 
hause rising between leaps as he jounced across 
the showroom, described a jittering figure-8 
for the benefit of the crowd, and headed our 
way. 
said Sparky, his voice loaded with admiration. 
“Ain't he the craziest?” 

The “craziest” bobbled up and stepped off 
the mechanized stick. Casually, he dug a huge 
brush from his pocket and unhooked the 
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TORCH TIPS: How to install a 


’49-'51 Merc Grille Shell 


Trt "49 -’51 Mercury grille shell is synony- 

mous with beautifully sculptured custom- 
built grilles. Its advantage in connection with 
special grilles is unlimited. A major transpo- 
sition takes place when it is spliced into the 
grille cavity of Chevrolets, Fords, Plymouths 
and other such models. The task of adaptation 
is also a major project, but one that is well 
worth the devoted effort. Since the grille shell 
of the Mercury is deeply V'd it is easy to 
assume that the shell as a whole is not merely 
bolted to the custom-to-be, but rather, dis- 
sected and spliced smoothly into the grille 


cavity in sections. Once the panels have been 
welded in, molded together, and finished off, 
the creator has the opportunity to go as wild 
as he wishes in designing the actual grille bar 
component. If you wish to review some of the 
better grille bar adaptations in conjunction” 
with the Merc’s grille shell, we suggest you 
check back to the February °56 issue of CAR 
CRAFT under the “Grab Bag” feature. For 
now, those of you who's interest is in the 
secret of adapting the Merc shell to their own 
custom, we offer the following step-by-step 
photographic feature. 


Photos by George Barris 





2. Determine center point of the Merc 


. First step is to measure off distance 
shell and transfer this measurement to it. 


from center of grille to the outer edge. 


3. Merc shell is cut in balf making it 
much easier to work with for installation. 


4. Position half of- shell into grille 
cavity and determine amount of trimming. 


6. Minor detailing and trimming can 
easily be done by employing tin snips. 


5. Large amount of determined trimming 
can be accomplished by utilizing torch. 
CONTINUED 
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TORCH TIPS continved 


If you're one of those fortunate 

owners of a *49-’51 Merc, then 

your grille problem is simple, 

. ° To achieve the smooth grille 

ee P a oat cavity seen on the previous cars 

ON EE Sena ne all that is required is for you 
= - — to fill the body panel seams, 


tom a ; - Grille consists of a special 
ee . straight bar with three ’50 Cad- 
illac bumper guards attached, 


7. While trimming shell to fit cavity, 8. Once both sides of Merc shell fit the 
make periodical checks for alignment. grille opening, spot weld them secure. 


9. Upper section of the Merc shell is 10. With Merc shell correctly aligned, 
trimmed to align with grille’s latch pan. weld it solidly to the body panels, 





Almost all models are accept- 
able to the Merc grille shell 
modification. Here is a ’SO0 
Plymouth with a Merc face- 
lifting. The grille bar is 
from a’S4 Pontiac and the end 
extension pieces originate from 
a’51 Ford. Ends have been re- 
shaped slightly to conform to 
the Plymouth’s front fenders. 


12. An electric grinder is employed to 
grind surface and weld beads semi-smooth. 


11. Hood alignment is very important. 
Here, shell is being aligned to edge. 


14. A rotary brush and drill are used to 


13. Low spots and warped areas are work- 
thoroughly clean all the weld beads. 


ed out using a picking block and hammer. 
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TORCH TIPS continued 


The '49-51 Merc grille shell 
works well in ’49-’52 Chevs, 
Like always, it offers a very 
custom made grille cavity 
appearance and permits the 
builder to utilize just abou 
any type of grille bar arrange 
ment be prefers. Here, a simple 
"51 Oldsmobile grille bar is 
merely floated in the opening,§” 


& 


15. Tiwming compound is applied using 2 16. Stick lead is melted omto surface, 
soft torch flame and steel wool pad. then smoothly contoured with lead paddle, 


17, A vixen is now used to work the 18. Odd shaped vixen files are employedl 
leaded surface to contoured perfection. to those bard-to-get-at areas of grille, 


- a 





How smooth can a grille cavity 
get? Here, the Merc shell bas 
been neatly molded to the front 
penels of this '52-'54 Ford, 
lending that special-built ap- 
pearance. Notice bow the upper 
section of the shell blends 
with Ford’s rounded hood. 
.i The shortened floating grille 
. bar emanates from a’53 Chevy. 


tig SOS # 
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19. The lower latch pan is now bolted to 20. The complete working eres is now 
the upper section of the grille shell. sanded and old paint feather-edged. 


421. Metal prep and wax and grease re- 22. Surface is now primed painted, block- 
mover is now applied to clean surface, sanded, then finish paint is applied. 





owning an 

award winning 

custom car 

is the greatest, not 

to mention 

those admiring 
“double take’’ glances 


FASCINATING 
FLEETLINE 


Frank Livingston of Oakland, California, 
has always had the desire to build and 
own a show car. After cutting bis teeth 
on an immaculate ’29"A” coupe, be gradu- 
ated to this beautiful golden bronze ’49 
Chev with little difficulty. Justification for 
time, expense and eight months of hard 
work is the glittering trophy perched on 
bis home mantle for winning bis competi- 
tive division in Oakland Roadster Show. 
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Shankin’s ( Giaiew aes a Oakland, is ovelteal with body work, Rear end inno- 
vations consist of ’S1 Frazer taillights mated to extended rear fenders, exhaust tips 
routed through ’S2 Pontiac bumper and a’49 Chev front license plate guard 
adapted at center. All exterior trim on deck lid bas been discarded. Frank is « 
member of Satan's a an active automotive — in ~ northern _ area. 


is trimless and bas all body seams 
filled. Aluminous gold exterior paint is 
product of Pinoli’s Shop, located in San 
Leandro, California. Electric push but- 
ton system operates doors and deck lid. 
Rear fender skirts bave been filled to 
match with lower body line. Clever grille 
styling was derived by utilizing a shorten- 
ed ’SS Plymouth grille bar. Splash pan is 
special made. Headlights were frenched to 
my fenders, using ’41 Chev rims. Hood trim 
was removed, hood generously louvered. 


Photos by Eric Richman 










JOL BAILON'S 
SHOP 


RENTY LES 


LT Deer saa os 
MERCURY MONTEREY 


F A CENSUS was taken as to what is the 

most popular model of the Mercury line, 
when concerning customizers, all indications 
would undoubtedly point to the "52-53 Mon- 
terey hardtop coupes. For this reason, we select 
it for the working model this month, and on 
tap to do the restyling capers is one of North- 
ern Galifornia’s most successful custom car 
builders — Joe Bailon. With no pre-selected 
style in mind, Joe wielded his talented torch 
freely and came up with some very intriguing 
innovations. 
Body Modifications 

Joe went the route on the body, sectioning 
it some three and one half inches just below 
the fender line, and removed all traces of 
stock chrome body trim such as: side chrome 
pieces, door handles, rocker panel molding, 
etc. The windshield department was brought 
up to date with the installation of a full wrap 
around °55 Merc component that was chop- 
ped a moderate amount, blending with the 
radical top treatment. The top innovation is 
somewhat of a throw-back to the classic era 
of the “limousines.” Alterations called for a 
heavy concentration of re-inforcement along 
the edges of the top and at all strategic stress 
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points. A special transparent plastic covert 
which retracts into the rear stationary section 
of the top is used to complete full enclosure 
of the énterior. All side glass is left intact ex- 
cept for the amount that was eliminated when 
the top alterations took place. 

Hood, Grille and Headlight Modifications 


Hood modifications consisted of removing 
all chrome trim, reworking the fake airscoop’s 
opening to a scalloped design and re-shaping 
the lower leading edge that forms the uppéf 
grille opening. Headlights were given the ala 
’56 Detroit styling of deep shaded lids, which 
blend into the hood very gracefully. The stock 
horizontal wrap around grille bar was left in 
position, but was relieved of all bumper guard 
chrome trim. Special grille effect was achieved 


* by forming heavy gauge round tubing just 


below the grille bar, and then adding addition- 
al stock chrome grille teeth between the ori- 
ginal pieces in the upper section of the grille’s 
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Very unique sculptured frontal appearance was achieved by heavily shading 
headlights, reworking hood slightly and adding additional grille components. 


opening. A special plate is fixed in the center 
of the lower grille bars for license plate attach- 
ment. 

Rear Fender and Taillight Modifications 


Rear fenders took on a major transposition, 
that of being re-shaped and extended approx- 
imately ten inches. Complete '56 Chrysler tail- 
light assemblies were frenched into the top- 
ide. Highlighting the rear fender treatment 
is the °55 Buick front grille bumper guards 
that are adapted to the lower portion of the 
tear fenders, serving a dual purpose of hous- 
ing exhaust pipes and offering protection for 
this vulnerable spot. The stylish small exhaust 
tips incorporated into the bulbous guards are 
fender trim portholes which also are from a 
55 Buick. Lending somewhat of a “dream car” 
motif to the rear end appearance is the clever 
tear waffled grille effect incorporated into the 
lower portion of the trunk compartment. The 


original gravel shield has been completely 
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eliminated and in its place a heavy section of 
round tubing has been installed. The rear body 
panel has been rolled under to finish off the 
fear end in true custom style. 

General Modifications 

With all trim from the deck lid removed, 
and doors sans handles, these components are 
now operated by an electrical push button 
system installed throughout. Rear fender skirts 
are special items that possess a simulated air- 
scoop design. The frame, both fore and aft, has 
been “Cd,” dropping the -late Merc another 
seven inches, in addition to its radical body 
alterations. 

The Merc. in its full dress of custom built 
innovations presents a very favorable appear- 
ance*to any custom: car enthusiast. It also 
points up some of the future customizing ideas 
that are making their way into many produc- 
tion line automobiles these days which, 
frankly, is the way we like it! 

CONTINUED 
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A FEW YEARS ago, spectators who a. 

tended some of the leading automotive 
shows staged on the Pacific coast wen 
privileged to view what could well bh 
tagged as “one of the wildest custom can 
ever built.” The basic car bad its start a 
a °41 Chevrolet, but with eight long yean 
and some $12,000 expenditures the ca 
was such an original galaxy of styling and 
beauty that it became irresistible to just 
about every automotive show award om 
the coast. Recalling its tropby record, it 
swept forty-four elegant awards from it 
envious competitors. The builder and cre 
ator of this beautiful car was Joe Bailon, 
and the Chevy served as bis springboard 





to customizing success. Joe’s initial inter- 
est in cars began when he was just a kid, 
building model cars from versatile balsa 
wood. By the time he was in bis late ’teens 
be bad already developed an uncanny 
knack with body tools and a fme sense 
of styling. This was attributed to a Model 
A that be owned, which be chopped, modi- 
fied the hood panels, bobbed the fenders, 
etc. From the A-bone he graduated to the 
point where he was working on all of bis 
friends’ cars, and from bere into what is 
now known as one of the most successful 
custom shops in Northern California — 
"Bailon’s Custom Auto Designing and 
Building.” Today the shop employs a com- 


‘Huge Buick bumper guards 
serve as novel housings for the 
exhaust tips. Special checker- 
board grille augments rear end’s 
“dream car” appeal. Large tail- 
light assemblies originate from 
a ’56 Chrysler. Note that rear 
body pan is rolled under. 


plete staff of customizing technicians; four 
body men, one very talented painter, 2 
custom upbolsterer and, of course, a versa- 
tile striper. To house these prolific young 
gentlemen, Joe bas built «a brand new 
modernized body shop and special paint 
booth. To keep everything on a modern 
plane, be pipes “Hi-Fi” music throughout 
the establishment. Joe's successful custom- 
izing years speak for themselves. His cli- 
entele run the gamut from top celebrities 
to the youngest of teenagers, His automo- 
tive creations have confiscated some two 
hundred show awards in the last two 
years. During our visit be stated that be 
would be very glad to answer any cor- 
respondence that readers might wish to 
submit, and that if any CAR CRAFT read- 
ers ever found themselves in bis vicinity, 
to drop in and he would personally give 
them the “tour de la jour’ of the Bailon’s 
emporium. The address is: Bailon Custom 
Auto Designing end Building, 756 Alice 
Street, Hayward, California. 
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W Ce THE CHEVY 
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adapting 55 Oldsmobile headligt 


rims to chevrolet fender 


wth 


FTER LAST MONTH'S initial feature on 

“Customizing the Chevy,” which showed 
how to shave the Chev’s hood (remove trim), 
we +have decided to stay in the same vicinity 
of the body this month and show how we du- 
plicated the tilted headlight styling designed 
by Don Fell. The design could lean in one of 
two likely directions; we could build the head- 
lights in a highly individual fashion (some- 
thing way out), or utilize the 55 Oldsmobile 
headlight rims. Being that we want to keep 
each part of this series as basic as possible, we 
chose the later. In making our choice, we also 
selected the Barris Brother’s Custom Shop to 
perform the task of installation. The ‘55 Olds 
rims netted approximately a seven-inch ex- 
tension to the Chevy's fender line. The actual 
adaptation requires the essential body tools 
if you are to do the job yourself. If these are 
not to be had, then a local body shop can 
do the job for approximately $35.00 per light. 





a el 
ew 
A Pe 
1 First step comsists of removing the head- 2 Next, bolt up one of the new ’55 Olds 
bt rim leaving light unit intact. rims and check out fender alignment. 


3 Remove rim and the seal beam light 
wnit, then grind paint from the fender. 


See 


ver gees 


6 


a 


S$ Once the V4-inch round rod is formed 6 | Light w unit and Olds rim are bolted on 
to fit rim, ends are then welded together. again and support measurements checked. 
CONTINUED 
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oe THE CHEVY continued 
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7 After correctly aligning rim, 8 The seal beam unit and the light bue 


small welding-rod supports to et is again removed from the openi 


>, » eS 
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9 Card-board is band-formed over fender 10 Once the template is made, it is th 
and ring and a template made for filler. transferred to sheet metal and cut oul 
re 


11-The sheet metal filler piece is mow 12 First spot weld filler piece to the 
bandformed over the area to be filled. ring, then weld it solidly along edge 
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15 Small attachment tabs are now drilled, 16 Here is closeup of the working area. 


i sligning with attachment boles in rim. Fender extension amounts to about 7-ins. 


17 The complete area is now ground 18 A rotary brush and drill are employ- 
ith an electric grinder. ed to further clean the area thoroughly. 

CONTINUED 

4) 
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CUSTOMIZING THE CHEVY continved 


/oim ' | 
19 A small rotary is mow used to 
thoroughly clean all the weld beads. 


~= 


21 Stil retaining soft flame, stick lead 
is wthelted onto the working surface. 


23 After lead bas cooled, a vixen file is 
used to work the surface very smooth. 
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20 Using «a soft flame, tinning com 
pound is applied with a steel wool p 


—_— 


oe 


& ak a 
_ 


22 A Wooden lead paddle is utilized to 
spread melted lead to contour of work. 


= 


24 In hard-to-get-at areas, a 
oddly curved, vixen file is employed. 
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5 The apenas leading ies ss mow 26 While trimming the leading edge,check 
rimmed off gd with a band file. out the fit of the new Oldsmobile rim. 


27 The complete working area in now 28 Metal prep and wax and grease remov- 
band sanded, feather-edging old paint. er is applied to thoroughly clean surface. 


é Several primer paint coats are ‘aati: 30 After blocksaending the surface, the 
the paint dry, then band blocksand. fender is now ready for the finish paint. 
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“MODEL A?” 
<i 


FLIGHT FINNS AND BIG OVERHEADS FAIL. TO DETE P 


> 


rg 


Pbil Rimoldi, a young Sen Diego, Cali- 
fornian, is a real “Uncle Daniel” Model 
“A” lover, and we might add that if 
Henry's prototype was anything like 
Phil's rejuvenated A-bone, we'd prob- 
ably still be tooling the little jobs. The 
workmanship of the small coupe’s in- 
Serior was done by Charles Auto Trim of 
the same area. Features individual air- 
craft bucket seats that abound in popular 
Naugabyde covered rolls and pleats. Dash 
instruments originate from '49 Ford while 
swing pedal (see CAR CRAFT, June ’54), 
column shift, band brake, brings interior’s 
mechanics up to present-day standards. 


ce 
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> 
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Phil’s requirements for power 
were fulfilled with this slight- 
ly warmed over ’40 Ford mill. 
Car is used strictly for every- 
day transportation and some 
auto show activity. Phil belongs 
to the renowned San Diego 
"Bean Bandits’, car club and at- 
tributes much of bis automotive 
knowledge and enthusiasm to 
this group and their very ac- 
tiwe president, Joagin Arnett. 


. OUNG SAN DIEGO “A” MAN 


Body modifications consisted mostly of 
restoring original lines, although «a ’32 
Ford grille shell assembly was installed 
along with ’S0 Pontiac taillights. AR 
exterior chrome trim was rechromed. Car 
was lowered by installing a 214-inch 
dropped axle up front and reversing 


spring eyes at rear. Wheel sizes aug- 
menting low appearance are: 5.13 x15 
up front and 6.80x15 at rear. Exterior 
color is beautiful Buick Mandarin red. 
Phil and ex-midget driving friend, Gib 
Lilly, did all mechanical and construc- 
tion work. Original price of car was 
$50.00, investment now totals $1500. 





additional “‘flipper’’ bars 
transpose 

late Oldsmobile 
hubcaps 

into true 

custom items 


Text and Photos by Sam Barris 


ON department that’s growing ever popu- 
lar these days in the customizing field is 
that of hubcaps. Last month while attending 
several automotive car shows, we noticed a 
vast atray of special-buile hubcaps donning 
every customized display. Not to let the world 
at hand go by, we immediately picked up on 
the craze and began photographing some of 
the unique backyard inventions. Being that 
the Oldsmobile “Fiesta” hubcap seems to dom- 
inate the field for popularity we assumed this 
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un-ending; you can go the route and fill the 
wheel cover solid with the small matching 
bars, or take advantage of one of the designs 
pictured. The bars can be purchased at yout 
local Oldsmobile dealer’s parts department. 
This transposition also works very well on 
the accessory type “Fiesta” hubcaps sold by all 
leading automotive accessory stores. 





2. With measuring tape, measure off the 
center points between the stock flippers. 


3. Center the extra “flipper” bars upon 4. Now measure off the small screw bole 
on the back edge of the extra “flipper” bar. 


the center line and then trace off. 


5. Now transfer the screw bole measure- 6. A small hand drill is employed to 
ment off onto center line of masking tape. drill the new screw hole into the bubcap. 


7. Place extra bars into position and 8. Once bars are semi-attached, turn the 
shart attaching them with metal screws. bubcap over and tighten screws securely 





how ‘bout those 
scooped headlights? 
They are easy 

to build and add 

that little something 
over stock appearance 


NE of the more popular trends 
“in customizing these days is that 
of building simulated airscoops over 
the headlights. It's by no means 

a new idea, for custom car builders 
have been incorporating this item 
into many of their products for 
the past four years. But like all 
creative work, some designs take a 
longer period of time to materialize 
as an established trend. Possibly 
the ’55 Pontiac fender style is what 
' it took to bring its present 
popularity. There are no boundaries 
with the scoops, for they can be 
of any shape or style, fake or 

. genuine. For a few ideas on what 
can be classified as having 
conservative or radical styling 
merits, we offer the 

following innovations. 


A novel facing or filler for scoops ‘ 
sometimes derived from metal scr 


2 % 


Scoop designs know no boundaries. H 
rather large openings keynote sty 


Small scoop in combination with radi 
headlight shade offers special appearant 
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e, late Pontiac scoop piece is utilized 
connection with small shade on Chev. 


Ornate styling scheme incorporates small 


chrome trim pieces into scoop’s opening. 


ain, the contour of the scoop is al- 
d; @ square opening with side peaks, 





7 : m a 
The small inset chrome pieces usually 
emanate from models of Merc and Nasb. 


died yept-back opening offers clever design. 
an@Round rod is used to form smooth edge. 
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“Memories Are Made Of This” 


the three-window '36 — pioneer 
of today's custom car, 

still retains popularity 

with young 

automotive enthusiasts 


One of the most popular F. 
products of yesteryear is the 
three-window coupe. Its sh 
stock styling is srresisti 
prey for every car enthusiag 
and especially to those wh 
became automotively inspi 
during its era. Jack McN 
who operates a very successf, 
custom upholstery shop 
Los Angeles, California, rej 
sated this maroon cutie, sir, 
ly for a parts chaser and, 
course, a touch of sentime 

ity. Original price of car was 
mere $50.00. To date, the « 


Photos by Eric Rickman 
‘ represents a $500 invest 


style, very little restyling is required to bring it up to present day conc 
Solid hood side panels are supplemented for stock panels (see CAR CRAFT, Ju 
’S4 for show-bow feature). Door handles were removed and spare tire repositio 
lower on rear deck to lend longer look. All body work was done by JEG Custom Sho 
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turally, any four-wheeled product own- 

, by a custom upholstery shop proprietor, 
the be a showcase for bis wares, so Jack 
shag his immaculate coupe the full treat- 
. Using maroon and white Naugabyde 

j jal, be bas constructed an unusual 
upign of heavy rolls and pleats, Head- 
; and side seat panels are treated 
in white with maroon piping. Du- 
colored rugs augment interior’s 

if. Note that seat belts have also 

m cleverly pleated and trimmed. Door 

ls carry the very same upholstered 

as does that of the plush seats. 


+ 


v3 


Stock taillight extension arms bave 
been neatly molded into the_fend- 
ers. Both front and rear bumpers 
originate from a ’40 Ford, and all 
fender seams are detailed off with 
chrome fender seam welting. Me- 


chanics and running gear consist of 
48 Merc powerplant, ’40 hydraulic 
brakes and late column shift trans- 
mission. Twin Appleton spots and. 
moon bubcaps make up accessories. 





, 
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ACCESSORY OF THE MONTH 


DU to the expensiveness of genuine white 
sidewall tires, every accessory manufac- 
turer in the country has been knocking himself 
out trying to offer the public an inexpensive 
gitmmick for duplicating the sporty white side- 
wall appearance. Most of the past items offered 
in this department have had merit, but gen- 
erally, they were only as good as their price 
tags. Recently, we here at CAR CRAFT, were 
introduced to a brand new item that is being 
sold through the Auto Discount Company, 
. 1529-C Victory Boulevard, Glendale, Cali- 
fornia. The new sidewall accessory package 
consists of four white 100 per cent pure latex 
rubber rings, that are easily attached to the 
tire and wheel by merely slipping them just 
under the wheel rim. Once they are in position 
they look like the genuine article and definitely 
possess a safety feature, that of protecting the 
tire from curb auts, etc. There is no gluing, 
pasting or difficult operation connected with 
the installation. Adaptation can be accomp- 
lished in a matter of minutes offering satis- 
factory appeal and most important — wear! 


WHITE SIDEWALLS 


<<>> 


New white sidewall tire kit consists 
four white rings made from 100% puré 
tex rubber that are merely slipped s 
wheel rim. Complete cost of kit is $12 
5 ring set available for $3.25 additic 
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, First step is to remove wheel and 2. Select one of the four white sidewall 
e tire, breaking it away from rim. rings and slip it under the edge of rim. 


. Most important point of the job is to 
ove wrinkles, with ring evenly spaced. 


. Use rag and small amount of whitewall 
er to remove smudgy fingerprints. 


fig 


4. With wrinkles removed and ring snug 
against rim, now inflate tire slowly. 


6. When tire is inflated the ring comn- 
forms tightly to tire’s sidewall contour. 





WHAT'S YOUR 
PROBLEM? 


; _— é. ~ 
F ae - 
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TECHNICAL HDITO 


‘47 FORD-O-MATIC? 


Dear Ray: 

I was wondering if I could put a Ford-O- 
Matic transmission on my *47 Ford engine 
without an adapter plate. If so, what year 
transmission should I use? 

— Floyd Olger 
Big Rapids, Michigan 


You would have quite a job making this hookup. 
First, there would be many adaption problems; 
second, the Ford-O-Matic transmisson uses an 
open drive line whereas your '47 Ford uses a 
closed torque tube; and third, unless your engine 
is modified to produce plenty of horsepower, 
the results would be very timid. For the money 
it would cost, you could buy a used '51 Ford 
with Ford-O-Matic. 


"48 CHEV V8 POSSIBILITIES 


Dear Ray: 

I am planning to get a ‘48 Chevy sedan. Is 
it possible to drop a °56 Chevy V8 into this 
early model? Would an adaptor have to be 
used between the transmisson and the engine? 
Would the brackets on the engine match up 
with those in the chassis? If this is all possible 
where could I get some information on chang- 
ing the '48 Chevy 6 volt to 56 12 volt? 

— Wesley Miller 
Bristol, R. I. 


The "55 Chevy V8 engine installation we show- 
ed in April ‘56 CAR CRAFT, should answer 
most of your problems. Chassis and frame lay- 
outs are very similar between the '48 and the 
*52 Chevy we used in the story, so the engine 
swaps should be similar in most respects. An 
adaptor would have to be used and new engine 
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mount would be needed. Switching to 12 
would require a new battery, voltage reguiath 


instruments, radio, etc. 


OLDS TO FORD CLUTCH 
Dear Ray: 

In the February '56 issue of CAR OC 
page 29, you have an article on “Rocket Pow. 
for Fords.” I would like to have the follow, 
question answered. Can an Oldsmobile engig 
that had a Hydra-Matic transmission be we Als 
and can the Hydra-Matic flywheel be 1 
with the Ford transmission? 

— William T. Kolb 
Chambersburg, Penna. 


The Hyrda-Matic flywheel cannot be used 


flat surface or enough weight to work 
clutch and pressure plate. A standard fi 
must be used and it can either be re-drilled 
accept the Ford pressure plate or, the Olds 
sure plate can be used and a clutch disc 
the proper spline size used. 


PLYMOUTH V8 CAREURETION 
Dear Ray: 
I own a customized '55 Plymouth V8 a 
have recently installed dual carburetors. 
problem I have is that the ’55 Carters I pt 
on, seem to be flooding the engine when 
step on the pedal hard. Would you sugg 
using the stock Carters? If so, could I obt 
special kits for these carburetors? 
(— Frank S$. Drewmak 
Willimansett, Mass. 


You are flooding the engine alright, but p 
ably with air and not gas. When you give 
engine quick full throttle, at low or moc 
speeds, the manifold vacuum is suddenly lo 
ed and the engine cannot pull air through 
venturii with enough velocity to get a 
air-fuel mixture. Try increasing the thro 
opening gradually at low speeds and sho 
up on the accelerator pump stroke. This 
help you. 


FORD FLATHEAD 6 OR ? 
Dear Ray: 

What are the possibilities of a 50 Ford f 
head 6? What are the limitations of the 
The disadvantages? And what (when buildi 
the 6 for speed and power) is the end 
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comparison with the V8 as far as cost to 
iid is concerned? 

‘istors HIF it has possibilities and will stand modi- 
mation, what minor changes could be made 
drive the car to and from work) to increase 

er and performance without going to an 
j-out, full house motor? 

I am interested in fast 0 to 60 speed as it 

eady performs good and plenty fast above 

t speed. Incidentally, ic holds its own with 

“ost V-8's on get-away in low and second 


be W Also, what V8 will fit in the 6 without too 
“yany modifications, such as motor mounts, 
asmission, drive shaft and clutch linkage? 
— Orbren Magness 
Little Rock, Arkansas 


ed Wilt too much can be cheaply done to the Ford 
ured! since its design is pretty much passé. In the 

either, some people tried to work them up in 

o and succeeded somewhat but not 

the same degree as those who used the 

V8. There are various pieces of speed 

ent available such as high compression 

ds and manifold but if you are going after 
performance at the lowest price, use a V8 

d which will drop right in your chassis. If 
desire an overhead valve V8, take a look 

the Chevy V8. It is small, light, and can be 
ily adapted to your present transmission. 


AND AWAY WE GO 
‘Dear Ray: 
vj 1 am interested in improving the perform- 
aque of my 1955 DeSoto Fireflite. I'm not in- 
rested in top speed, but performance from 


stop. 
What about another cam, dual pipes, car- 
uretors, ignition, rear end ratios? 
I am also trying to keep costs down. 
— Walter Jordan 
Hollis, New York 


ow didn't mention what type transmission 
car has so I'll assume that it is a Power- 

. Not knowing your differential ratio, I'll 
somewhere around 3.5 to 1. A direct 

pach at faster acceleration would be a 
of 3.9 or even 4.1 to 1. This should help 
siderably get the mass underway but you 
ll lose top speed when the hydraulic lifters 

th their rpm limit. All the engine modifica- 
mean ultimately more horsepower which 

is@ill help greatly. Your pocketbook determines 
mow far you can go on the engine but horse- 
means performance. Try the rear end 
first. (Continued on page 65) 
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SUR: 
ZEPHYR 
DUAL COIL 


CONVERSION KIT 
$19.95 
For 1932-48 Fords & Merc 
Deoter inquiries Invited 


LOWER YOUR CAR! 


No heating or cutting. Lyon Replacement 

ing. Knuckles. awettebte ioe G.M. cors "49-56 
except Chev. fo °'54. Also for Packard and 
Chrysler products. Drop 1” to 3” — welded te 
aircraft specs. $34.95 per pair exchange. '49-'53 
Ford & Merc. $39.95 ex . Ball joint Ford 
& Merc. $69.95 pr. exchange. 

LYON ENGINEERING 
11370 Long Beach Bivd., Lywwood, Calif. 
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Mate 
EVER 
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PAGE AFTER PAGE jam-packed Catalog— but 
= hundreds of photographs... 2 compre. 
.. sketches. Everything you hensive and 
an to step up the speed, power, eveali 
mileage and appearance of any directory. 


it-yourself” Directory — sent free! 

LATEST “TRICKS OF THE TRADE” REVEALED! 
Little known hi-performance secrets are graphi- 
cally explained fully! "Performance Tips” such as 
how to increase motor life and safety; cut oil and 
gasoline bills, etc. are included. Contains the latest 
and finest speed conversion parts—everything from 
a carburetor jet co complete super Custom engines. 

MEADQUARTERS FOR CUSTOM PARTS AND SUPPLIES 
Be your own speed and economy engineer. Do it 
yourself with top quality Newhouse products, 
parts and accessories at greatest savings. Complete, 
clear instructions with every shipment plus a satis- 
faction-assured policy which makes Newhouse 
pear ctr for experienced speed and custom 


enthusiasts from coast to coast. 


Worth its weight in gold o 
anyone wanting to increase 
horsepower of any car. 


POWER You'll be amazed 


: , 
CALCULATOR =. bow i works! 
Rush your aame and address to us and we will send 
you both “Directory” and Power calculator by re- 
turn mail. Send oaly 25¢ (credited on first order ) 
co help cover postage and handling. 
Newhouse Automotive industries, Dept. 551 
5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 





HINK THOSE midwestern enthusiasts 
can’t turn out some crazy custom equip- 
ment? If so, then pour your eyes over this 


very cleverly assembled Ford product belong- | 


ing to one — Fred Stuetelburg of Wiota, Iowa. 
Fred's °53 Victoria boasts of eleven inch 
extended fenders capped off with those pop- 
ular ’54 Packard taillights. 55 Pontiac side 
trim was adapted to the body, accentuating 
length even more. Headlight innovation paral- 
lels that of swept-back taillight styling, being, 
that they incorporate a forward tilt. Stock 
light rims were frenched to fenders, and a 
special sheet metal shade lends the upper ex- 
tention. The grille consists of a straight bar 


°54 Ford products by all leading automobile 


accessory stores. Color combo of the exterio/ 
is Ford’s Seafoam Green on the lower portion 
of the body, and Timberline Metallic Green 
on the top side. Exterior trim removal is on 

found on the hood where medallion and vat- 
ious chrome pieces were discarded and hood 
neatly shaved. Brindley’s Body Shop, located 
in Atlantic, Iowa, is credited with all body 
modifications. Fred’s Vic is a fine example of 
moderate restyling, and what can be accon- 
plished when an enthusiast is eager to have his 
car just a little bit different than the next 
fellow’s car. To date, investment totals $400. 
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#128 
Num- 
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(reg. $ 7.50 
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“az 


10F «118 «128 


My car is: Make___ Year__ Model__Trans___ 
additional discounts 


on this order. 


ee 


fly 
133 i 
sai 


Haste 
lishe 


$15.99 (reg. 
bar ___.__$ 6.95 
My Discount Card is 


Ford 
Vietery Seulevaré, Gienéale 1, Calif. 
Please rush me the items circled: 
ber 
taken my 


rr 


Merc _._____ $19.98 


top grille bar 
conversion ____$ 6.95 


704 


ire., 1527 


Send Discount Card ($1.00 [) 
and give 
extra discount (5) om above 


enclosed ), 


order. 


O 8 —____deposit (25%) enclosed, balance coOD. 
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95 Set of 5—$12Z45 Item 


ACCESSORIES LTD. 
1527 C-6 VICTORY BLVD. 
1956 GLENDALE 1, CALIF. 
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WILL IT FIT? 


Dear George: 

I would like to know if you could send me 
some instructions on installing a ‘55 Ford 
grille checkered center section in my "52 Ford. 
I have seen this setup installed before in this 
model, and have even seen pictures of this 
afrangement in your magazine. I have in- 
quired around here but no one seems to be 
able to help me. 

— Walt Anderson 
West Hartford, Connecticut 


The modifications are very simple Walt, but 
just explaining them to you will be of no great 
help I'm afraid. The installation merely con- 
sists of trimming the ends of the Ford grille 
section to fit the parking light rims on your 
present Ford. You will have to construct some 
special brackets to fit behind the grille, which 
will support it between the gravel shield and 
the upper latch pan. Being that you brought 
this up, and we agree that it offers a good 
grille style, we will feature a how-to-do-it in 
CAR CRAFT in the very near future. 


CHEVY DECK TROUBLES | 


Dear Mr. Barris: 

I have a ’46 Chevrolet Fleetline, which I am 
customizing. I plan to lead in the trunk lid, but 
don’t know what kind of latch to use. Would 
it be possible for me to install a later latch 
assembly in the lid similar to ’51-'52 Chevro- 
lets. If not, then what do you suggest? 

— Duane Rice 
Seattle, Washington 


You can make use of the early '40-’41 Ford 
locking latch, and then purchase a pull cable 
release from any leading automotive accessory 


store for actuating the latch assembly. 
you can install an electrical push button s 
in conjunction with the aforementioned lock 
latch. This type of story also is scheduled 
an early feature in a forthcoming CAR C 
issue. 

LACQUER VS ENAMEL 


Dear Mr. Barris: 

I've talked to a lot of so-called paint m 
thorities in my area about what type of pai 
is the best — lacquer or enamel. I have 'r 
ceived just about every conceivable answer 
the subject so I thought the best way to ga 
a direct answer with experience behind 
would be to approach you. So far everyo 
seems to favor enamel over lacquer, and somf 
have gone so far as to.tell me that I wo 
be very unhappy with a lacquer job — what! 
the answer? 

— Robert Rusin 
Tinley Park, llinois 


Lacquer, without a doubt is the better of 
two materials. It is found on our most expensi 
automobiles, because of its beauty in fini 
1 will say though, that a lacquer paint job 
only as good as it is cared for. It requires p 
tective polish at all times, and will not with?® 
stand adversive weather conditions like ename?’ 

. Enamel on the other hand, is a 
more rugged material and will undergo q 
a beating. It is also cheaper from the standpoing. 
of price, (cost of application that is). Both a 
very good materials, but lacquer has the ed 
for beauty. 


ELECTRIC DOOR LATCH TROUBLES 
Dear Mr. Barris: 

I got troubles and a half and hope that yo 
can straighten them out for me. I am installing 
an electrical push button door system on m 
‘48 Studebaker convertible. My main solenoid 
is from a Buick starter that incorporates 
booster solenoid. I have the solenoid installed 
in the door and have a steel rod that attache 
to it from the door latch. To get the solenoid?’ 
plunger to actuate the latch, I have to place thepav 
plunger almost all the way in the solenoid 
with only about 14-inch sticking out. In doing 


that the door doesn’t close tightly. Now what 
I would like to know is, am I wrong in this 
setup? If not, what can I do to get enough 
power to the solenoid so that it will have 
enough pull to open the door when thepnd 
plunger is at least a 14-inch of the way out? 
When the solenoid has no strain on it, it wil 





uate when the plunger is practically half 
y out. Also when I push the dash burton to 
pen the door, the outside ring of the solenoid 
ing is magnetized causing the plunger to 
g against the stop. I used the CAR CRAFT 
instruction diagram accompanying the “‘Build- 
g A Custom” series, and somewhere along 
he line I lose the ball. I would appreciate any 
Ip you can offer me for I'm at a complete 


— Russell Simmons 

Portland, Maine 
om your description it sounds as though the 
Jrouble lies in the booster solenoid, which 
't possess enough power to actuate the 
or latch and charge the main solenoid. Under 
circumstances | suggest you purchase one 
the new electrical kits from one of the leading 
omotive accessory stores who advertise in 

R CRAFT. 


SEALING WINDSHIELD WITH PLASTIC 

ar George: 

In the October issue you had a car feature 
n Doug Adamson’s ’42 Merc. In this article 
ou made mention of him V-cutting the wind- 
hield and sealing the two sections of glass 
gether with transparent plastic, thus elimi- 

ing the stock windshield’s center bar. I 
would like to know how this is done because 

would like to do it or have it done to my car. 

— Larry Anderson 
Golbenburg, Nebraska 

0 new sections or panels of glass should be 
approximately 1/,-inch longer than the stock 

es. Have the joining edges ground at an 
gle so that they possess a V-joint when as- 
bled. After installing the two sections of 
ass in their position, seal the joint seam with 

parent glass cement. 


ANYBODY FOR DESOTO GRILL BARS 


ar Mr. Barris: 
I just read your article on “Universal Grille 
s,” in the January '56 issue. I own a 51 


noiffMerc with a 50 Merc grille shell installed and 


ave been wondering what grill components 
djo use — you have solved my problem. Could 
explain to me what work is involved if 


— Jerry Biagini 
Stockton, California 


tessary to cut it to conform with your fenders 
d grille opening. Then | suggest you weld it 


Win cctcceransieiet insane 


And they’re first come first served 
—A limited supply of back issues 
loaded with customizing ideas 
that will make your dream car be- 
come a reality. 


FEB. ‘55 CUSTOM BUMPER TIP EXHAUST 

SEPT. ‘55 SPECIAL INTERIOR ISSUE 

OCT. ‘55 BUILD YOUR OWN AIRSCOOP 
PART I—BUILDING A FIBERGLASS 
CAR. 

NOV. ‘SS PART II—BUILDING A 
FIBERGLASS CAR. 

DEC. ‘55 INSTALLING RELEASE CABLES 
FOR DECK LIDS. 
PART II! BUILDING A FIBERGLASS 
CAR. 

FEB. ‘56 ROCKET POWER FOR FORDS. 

MAR. ‘56 RESTYLING THE LATE CHEV. 
PICKUP. 

APRIL ‘56 MAKE YOUR OWN TONNEAU 
COVER. 


CAR CRAFT Magazine 
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Enclosed is $ for ____.____ magazines at 
25¢ each (includes postage and handling). Check 
1955 issues desired: 
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USTOM QUERIES 


continued from page 59 
VERTICAL STUDE 









Dear George: 
I have a ‘47 Studebaker coupe which I 
opped in the rear approximately 2-inches. 
now looks like it’s standing on end and | 
as wondering what I could do up front to 
ower it off level with the rear end? 
— John Platt 

Gig Harbor, Washington 










front leaf spring of the Studebaker becomes 
what of a problem to lower. It has to be 
oved, and then the leafs of the spring 
thed and reshaped slightly. The process 
stretching is similar to de-arching. 
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*53 CHEV GRILLE BAR — YOU BET! 


Dear Mr. Barris: 


I saw an article on '53 Chevrolet grille bars 
o CAR CRAFT and being that I own a ’51 
ord, I was wondering if it would be possible 
fo install it in my little jewel? If it is possible, 
hat work is. entailed? While I’m on the 
ubject of questions, I also would like to 
now if you have ever featured a story in CAR 
CRAFT on removing door handles, replacing 
them with an electrical push button system? 


— Ronny Thompson 
Alta Vista, Kansas 














es, the installation is very possible. First you 

asure the grille opening of your ‘51 Ford 

d then shorten the '53 Chevy grille bar ac- 

dingly. When you shorten the Chev bar, 

ake the cut from the middle of the bar and 

splice it back together and re-chrome it. 

s allows you fo retain the end parking lights 

out modifying them in any way. For your 

ond question, removing door handles and 

lacing them with an electrical push button 

, this installation was completely covered 

the August and September '55 issues of CAR 

CRAFT, and I'm sure yow will find it very 
-explanatory. 




















CARQUIZ ANSWERS 
(see page 66) 
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‘2 AUTOMOTIVE CATALOG 


1956 Edtion! E: fer car, truck, cestem- 

styled car, het . at LOWEST PRICES! 

Onl soagle monly bee aide 
y te ve ng 
"60,000 items. .. 180 pages! Thousands of 
hard-to-find pay or 

192% to 1956 models; 

series 


never before offered; hi- cece 
address and Be 


Pomsabic with ret first % order) to: 
5. C. Whitney & Co., 1917 Archer, Dept. C-6 | Chisago 16,8. 


(re- 


LEARN 
PLASTIC LAMINATING 
with Fiberglas® 
and resin 






NEW BOOK “The GLASSER’S MANUAL” shows how to 


build and repair auto bodies, boats, art objects, fur- 
niture at home. Illustrated, non-technical. Only $1.00 
ppd. BEGINNER'S Fibergias and resin kit, le for 


minor — = construction. Only ‘$3. ppd. 
guarantee. 


a? 


12TH STREET 


OAKLAND 6, CALIFORNIA 









MISSILES... 
who designs them? 


Nike . . . Matador . . . Navajo! 

The Age of Missiles is here. Giant aviation 
companies such as Douglas, Convair, Lock- 
heed and Northrop — industrial gi 
such as G.E., Westinghouse and ix — 
all these and many more are establishing 
separate Missile Divisions, staffed with 
hundreds of engineers and needing hun- 
dreds more. 


NORTHROP INSTITUTE’S two year engineering training 
program recognizes the tremendous part Electronics is 
playing in creative Aeronautics today. That is part of 
the reason why there is a waiting list for Northrop 


graduates. 
COURSES APPROVED FOR VETERANS 


Take the first step toward the 
career of your choice right now. 


MAIL COUPON FOR FREE CATALOG 















continued from page 25 


"Amazingly original!” — "Certainly a truly American custom piece!” 
— “By far the most futuristic presentation in the show!” 


buckets of paint from his belt. 

“Never spill a drop,” he said, flashing a 
charming grimace of indifference. “It’s all in 
the way you fill the pot, you know.” 

“Get going,” I pleaded. The judges were 
only three cars away now. “We gotta have the 
whole car striped by the time those judges get 
here! Hurry!” 

Von Dutch frowned and turned to Sparky. 
“You know I never hurry, man, when I begin 
to practice my art. Tell this peasant to quiet 
his warped little domination-tendencies or I'll 
go home and resume my flute-studies.” He 
smiled cheerfully at me. “Do you dig the deli- 
cate nuances of, say, Fangschyster’s Tone Poem 
for three abstract-flutes and a mouth Harp?” 

“Is this guy nuts?” I demanded of Sparky. 
The judges were only two cars away now. 
Already, Chauncey was standing at attention 
in front of his sports car with a dignified, 
frozen expression of utter surety and pride. 

“Shh, you'll hurt his feelings,” hoarsely 
whispered my little buddy. “He’s moody, man, 
moody. Give him a sec to get in the proper 
mood. You know how these artist-type peeps 
are — real nervous, dad.” 

Von Dutch began dipping the foot-wide 
brush in paint, studying the consistency of the 
paint, humming off-key under his breath. It 
was beginning to shred my already scraunched- 
up composure. I clenched my fists and gritted 
my teeth. If that guy doesn’t start soon... 
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“How can you get those itty-bitty, ¢ 
little old lines with that big brush, Dutch} “ 
asked Sparky. 

“For gosh sake, Sparky!” I snarled. ‘ 
get him started on a technical discussion 
time like —” 

“Oh, simple!” said Von Dutch. “It’s 
in the way you load the brush. Now, wat 
carefully —’ He began drawing the smoothepi 
steadiest line of paint I ever saw start to craw 
over a car. It was fabulous. The line j 
flowed, Von Dutch right behind it — conc 
trating solely on the line and nothing el#t 
“Any special ideas or can I just meander? ti 


always like to give the client the chance gear 


express his personality before I ignore meq “ 
ocrity and do it my way, the true way!” $3 

“So meander, meander!” 1 urged, 3 
hysterically. 

Now the judges were oohing and ahhig,’ 
over Chauncey’s furrin’ motor car. Nerfia sh 
side-glances of triumph at me, her eyes sp 
kling with cruel amusement. The commitupone 
seemed very much impressed with the inn 
vations de Phew’s car offered. My heart beg 
to slowly settle into my stomach. u 

Von Dutch was all over the car now, merfi 
striping in this direction and then in th 
direction . . . along the panels . . . over d 
hood . . . around the hood . . . across time 
fenders . . . over the rear-deck . . . around .. 
across... over... back and forth — his 











study in absolute dedication to his art. The 
9 fairly glowed with the addition of the 
dly conceived symphony of whorls and 
signs and patterns. And still, Von Dutch 
inted on — putting lines between the lines 
striping an ever-complex maze of geometry. 
Without warning, the judges were upon us! 
had to think fast —some way I had to dis- 
ract them until Von Dutch, almost finished 
ow, could complete his work. Then .. . It 
ame to me. I dove into the '49 and rustled 
p three steaming cups of hot coffee from the 
ine in the dash. Snatching a trio of 
tigars from the built-in humidor (installed 
t to the circulating-library rack just behind 
collapsible Studio Couch), I hurriedly 

uck the stogies in their astonished faces, 
lapped the java-filled cups in their hands and 
began the business of keeping them distracted. 
“Ho, ho!” I laughed hollowly, “About time 

ou gentlemen enjoyed a bit of a break, isn’t 
? Compliments of Sparky and I, Ledhed 
Slabb—owners, creators and proud posses- 
ors of this All-American type custom, which 
ou intelligent, discerning gentlemen — God 
ess you, each and everyone — are about to —” 
hi “Psst, dad, it’s okay already!” Sparky tug- 
ed at my sleeve. “Von Dutch is finished. Let 























warded hiss. 
“Gone.” Sparky leered delightedly. “When 
m tole him we ain’t got not loot unless we 
hewrin a prize — he went off, you should excuse 
whe pun, hoppin’ mad on that crazy old stick!” 
jy I turned, fearfully, back to the judges. They 
cepad finished appraising the ’49, resplendent in 
el@t's fresh coat of interwoven, intermingled 
tiping which completely dressed up its ap- 
earance from taillights to grille. 
ed “Amazingly original!” 
“Certainly a truly American custom piece!” 
4 “By far the most futuristic thinking repre- 
ented in this show!” 
in “What's all them four-bit, square-words 
hmean, dad?” asked Sparky. 
“I think,” I said, fighting off a faint, “we've 
mqpone it!” 
And we had, too. 
gq Ours was a victory supreme. After they ran 
ut of trophies and plaques and awards, the 
i were still so enthusiastic — they award- 
hal us the queen of the show, a Miss Gertrude 
d/mmph ... When the lights had dimmed, 
crowds, TV cameras and reporters gone — 
. Ummph and I (with Sparky nestled 
nong a short ton of solid gold and silver 























, 1956 








“Where és Von Dutch?” I inquired in a — 








trophies in the back seat) tooled out of the 
Armory and across the parking lot. Suddenly, 
a slight figure darted out of the shadows and 
stood beside my glorious winner — 

“Oh, Ledhed!” breathed Nerfia piteously, 
“I was such a crazy little fool to have allowed 
that miserable Chauncey de Phew to practi- 
cally come between us! Please forgive me, 
Ledhed . . . honey? . . . sweetheart? . .. won't 
you? ... darling. . .?” 

I nudged Miss Ummph, slyly, and winked 
knowingly. 

“Nerfia, old girl” I said, holding my nose 
so as to better produce the proper nasal pitch. 
“I only have one bally old piece of advice for 
you, m’girl.” 

“B-But, Ledhed!” she wailed, “what do you 
mean?” 

“Next time you have a fine chap who's 
bally well crackers over you, play it cool doll, 
play it cool and don’t... I say .. . don’t 
take any blinking Chaunceys! HAW!” 

And then I commenced driving Miss 
Ummph .. . Gert, that is, home to her snug 
little apartment nestled in the Hollywood 
hills. We took the long way home that night. 
The long way .. . via Pismo Beach. 

It, too, is an All-American type custom, 





We took the long way home to Hollywood 
that night. The long way, via Pismo Beach. 
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ICKING UP from last month’s observa- 

tions on supercharged engines, we find 
that there is a great deal to say about the 
subject. First off, one must understand that 
with a blown engine, fuel and air or air alone 
passing through the blower into the engine 
is mot under positive pressure until the throt- 
tles approaches the wide open position. As with 
an unblown engine, the throttle position regu- 
lates the amount of air admitted to the engine 
and only as the throttles approach a wide 
open position does the volume of air passing 
through the blower actually exceed the de- 
mands of the engine. The excess or surplus 
air and fuel is then stored in the manifold 
under pressure for distribution to the indi- 
vidual cylinders. 

There is some confusion regarding super- 
charge or boost pressures. One hears of the 
number of atmospheres boost, or absolute 
readings in inches of mercury or water, pounds 
per square inch gage, percentage of boost and 
so on. Pounds per square inch gage is the 
most easily understood and this can be trans- 
posed into percentage of boost. Actually, mani- 
fold boost pressure is a relative factor made up 
of manifold vacuum readings of the unblown 
engine at full throttle and the boost pressure. 
For example, suppose an unblown engine un- 
der full throttle full load conditions registers 
a vacuum reading of 5 inches of mercury at 
5000 rpm. This reading is equivalent to a 
negative pressure of 214 psi; or, more simply 
stated, it is 214 psi Jess than atmospheric 
pressure, which, for our purpose can be 
assumed to be 15 psi at sea level. Now, if 
the same engine under the same conditions, 
but with a blower registers a positive (gage) 
pressure of 5 psi, then the differential, or 
actual boost pressure, is 5 psi plus the negative 
2% psi, or a total of 7144 psi. In terms of 
percentage, this is a 50% supercharge because 
the boost pressure is 50% higher than atmos- 
pheric. The point in the intake system at 
which boost pressure readings are obtained 
can lead to optimistic conclusions. For ex- 
ample, readings taken at the discharge volute 
of the blower are usually considerably higher 
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than those registered in the intake manifg 
proper. But, for the most accurate picture 
what is going on and how much the blower 
helping an engine, boost pressure readir 
must be taken from the intake manifold ag , 
nowhere else and in such a way as to m 
sure that the velocity of the intake cham 
is not influencing the readings. . 
Under these conditions, and with a 7)4 p 
boost, let’s follow the sequence of events 
full throttle full load: First, air is draw 
through the carburetor (or air alone is dra 
through the blower then forced through ¢ 
carburetor, whichever the case may be) and 
stored in a homogenous mixture of fuel 
air under pressure in the intake manifo 
Then, as an intake valve opens, the pressurizt 
fuel/air mixture is forced into the cylinde 
Now, in all modern engines, there is a perio 
of “valve overlap,” a period in which ¢ 
intake valve has started to open and the ep 
haust valve is closing. Being under mo” ‘ 
pressure than in an unblown engine, more 4 
the intake charge mixes with the exhaust gapP°°F 
and flows past the closing exhaust valve ir 
the exhaust system. This much of the fre 
intake charge is lost and there isn’t much st 
can do about it. However, it has a beneficig 's 
cooling effect on the exhaust valve, so 
isn’t a total loss. After the compression stro 
starts and the intake valve is closed, thing 
Start to get a bit warm. With a 50% boos 
we can expect very close to a 80% wind 
cylinder compression pressure. This effect if 
only superficially similar to raising the comf 
pression ratio. - 
As the combustion process starts, peak th 
inder pressures take about a 50% jump an 
this is where we get robbed again, becaut 
not all of the additional pressure is converted 
into useful work. Some of it is absorbed b 
the combustion chamber surfaces and the pis 
ton in the form of heat and a small part 0 
the pressure is forced past the piston ring 
because of the higher pressures. Therefo 
the mechanical efficiency, as explained 
month, and the thermal efficiency are not 
high as with a similar but unblown engine) 
However, we make a great gain in volt 
metric efficiency — much more than enoug 
to compensate for the incurred losses. Th 
net result is that for a 50% supercharge, 
can expect a gain in power and torque output 
of from 35 to 38%. 
Next month, we'll discuss a few problem: 
attendent with blown engines and their cure! 
See you then. 


























































CAR CR 













anife ?, : 
cure unt S Your Problem? convivea | Weroatars FASTEST ACCELERATING CHEVY 





























ower «HEMISPHERE FOR A CADILLAC V-8 POWERED SEDAN ON PUMP GAS!! 
eadin a Ray: . a ~ 
oid I am going to put a 53 Chrysler V8 en- 
> Maine in my "41 Cadillac sedanette. 1 have 
“apeard of it being done in '46 Cads so I don’t 
ry, oft why it won’t work in mine. I was won- 


Hering if 1 would have to make any re-adjust- 
ments on my steering column and since I want 


a 9 keep my standard shift trans, 1 wonder 

gh t orl a o an adaptor plate for such 106 MPH in the 1, mile—275 HP. on ges 
and § Tw ort ili: ail elite TOP SPEED 140 MPH 

el would appreciate information Average Chev. V-8's \%4 mile time 78 MPH 
nifolft® could get me on such an adaptation as I — V-0s are ee oe ae 
rio about to undergo. Gund = ie Pong 8 wl ot 
: — Michael S. Geer out approximately 145 more H.P. than adh 
Linde ond run ae faster in the Y% mile. 











Fort Bragg, North Carolina 
NUMBER OF 


ov shouldn't have too much trouble putting “1st Tne Wee Wane ab 


perw 
ht the N.H.RA. 
Chrysler in as far as the steering goes since National Drags, Gicot bond Roma. 1908 


he ¢ 
mo Cadillac engine in your car is a pretty big HOWARD 12 “We don’t sell the 
ore ghing itself. We checked all around to find an HERBERT ; ae Cam G8 a 
sptor for such an installation and discovered the best.” . 


a POTVIN 
e it Hildebrandt is designing one right now. 
fredentact Moon Automotive, P.O, Box 432, Santa 4 And C 
ch Springs, California for more information as 
eficighe is a dealer for these adaptors. 


so TRAN FORD 
stro — — WINFIELD 


flat tappet 
Ray: grind for O.H.V. en- 
hi us oe Nee 
; "I have a 46 Ford club coupe and would — ce gines on eee 
to know if a '37 Caddy or La Salle floor . Po, Some = entry blanks, of Great 


o 


YOU con be ao 
PHY WINNER in a 


TT 
E 


ee only steel billet 
mushroom 


a i= 


in i 










ct jpnift transmission would fit? Would you Se curve i's « HOWARD CAM— 
omplease send me any information regarding Accept no . See your dealer or 
Comfhis installation. I would also like to know | § “Tite direct te: Best.ct2 
’ there is an adaptor necessary for this con- HOW, 
: ion. If there is, I would like to know WARD'S RACING CAMS 

here it can be purchased. Los Angeles 3, Celifernia 





— Andy Pictraszek 
Summit, Illinois 
le don't know of anyone who has adapted 
rt of Caddy box fo a Ford engine. An adaptor of 
‘inggome sort would be needed but why bother, 
fo Ford trans has nearly always been plenty MEN AND WOMEN 

t the Ford engine. If you were to use the | $5,199.99 WAS PAID to John Betts, in few weeks. 
yt aiftad trans, you would have to shorten the tail- Spare’ op full, time, year round. We ‘pay, 63.80" Ip. 
inephaft and convert the rear of the trans to a Ind., Inc. . 
que tube drive. 























HI-Fi YOUR CAR RADIO 


for maximum listening pleasure install a rear sect 
speaker at a orice everyone can afford. 
rome Grille, 3-way Switch 











£2196 Cod Olds O.W.V.'s $22.90 =3142 Chov-8 $29.95 
“2383 Buick O.H.V.8's $46.50 2923 ‘49-'S3 Fords-Mercs, $9.50 

73301 ford-Mere. O.4.V.8's $39.50 =3372 Chrysler Products ‘52 wp $49.95 
SINF2 ‘S1-'S3 Cheyster only $35.95 

WE Complete tating of cther kits PRM — Write your neod. Sand 50% Sal. €.0.9. 
oy Rent ghee $2 OW chipped pro paid Momerew metoting peaes every them 


SHELL MOTORS 11120 06 wasee ond. tes sngeton 25, Cait on 7.4289 















gueranteed, 
STAN'S AUTO RADIO Dos. cc 6718 
No. Hollyweed, Cal 


5166 Tujunga Ave. 
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Test your car skill —identify each of these components. Each pictured compo 
should be correctly matched with the year and make car that it is from. Score 15 po 
for each correct answer. A total score of 45 is passing, 60 fair, 75 good, 90 excel. 
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Always Popular “HOW-TO-DO-IT” 


JUST 


= FABULOUS 


ADVENTURES ‘= 
IN ARCHERY gi 


HOWARD 
HILL” 


REND 
BOOKS 


ee deel Mel ed 


ARCHERY 
ae 


ee ee ody 


for Men 


@ learn HOW 


to make 
and use 
archery 
equipment 


Howard Hill is known as the world’s greatest archer. In this 
book you will share his every authentic and exciting experience 
as a bow-and-arrow hunter of wild game. You will enjoy this 
thrilling Trend Book by a man who “hunts the hard way” with 
incredible skill and courage. 

OTHER IMPORTANT TREND BOOKS 


SPIN TACKLE 
FISHING 


A complete 
guide to ocean 
and fresh-water 
fishing with 
spinning tackle. 
Latest gear and 
methods 
illustrated. 


UNDERWATER 


New worlds of 
underwater 
adventure, diving 
techniques, 


TM (rs a 


i 
LIGHT LIMES! 


HI FIDELITY 


How to enjoy 
the best in music 
reproduction at 
lowest cost; how 
to install your 
own system with 
simple tools. 


HOME MUSIC 
SYSTEMS 


Hundreds of ideas 
on how to install 
Hi Fi into your 


equipment, etc., 
revealed in this 
first how-to-do-it 
book on 
Skindiving. 


ony 7 DC 


at all newsstands! 


(sa a ia name aa 


home. Many 
photos of 
ingenious and 
attractive home 
Hi Fi centers. 
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TREND BOOKS, 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. (07 mail 
your order 
today) 


‘wun 


Pee eeeeeces.eseseeee 


lam enclosing $ @ 85c each (to cover postage, etc.) 
Please send me the following books as indicated: 

(D ARCHERY ADVENTURES () SPIN TACKLE FISHING 

(L] UNDERWATER (-] HOME MUSIC SYSTEMS 


] HI FIDELITY 


name 
address 


a state. 
a ee om ae om oe a me me emma mee 





FIX ANY CAR ON 
THE ROAD TODA 


if 
eu 


GIANT NEW 
ENLARGED 
1956 EDITION 


BY CHILTON, WORLD'S LARGEST 
AUTOMOTIVE PUBLISHERS 


e@ Over 850 Big Pages 

e@ Weighs 4%, pounds 

@ Almost 3,000 clear pictures 

@ 58 Troubleshooting Charts 

@ 353 Quick Check Data Tables 

e@ Thousands upon thousands of 
parts and service specifications 

The original book of its kind . . . 

and still the best! Published 
for 27 years. 


Covers Every Model of These 


22 Makes Since 1940: 


BUICK FORD OLDSMOBILE 
CADILLAC FRAZER PACKARD 
CHEVROLET HENRY J. PLYMOUTH 
CHRYSLER HUDSON PONTIAC 
CONTINENTAL KAISER RAMBLER 

DE SOTO LINCOLN STUDEBAKER 
DODGE MERCURY NASH WILLYS 


Read What These Users Say! 


NOW! Even beginners can h 
practically ANY job on ANY 
model or part! 


TUNE UP, PEP UP, fix up ANY automobile . . @ 
if you’ve never repaired a car before! 

Handle practically any job “slick as a whistle.” | 

A tune up? New rings? Ignition or carburetor 
bles? Brake or clutch problems? A valve job? So 
wrong with power steering or one of those tricky] 
automatic transmissions? 

Just look up the job you want to do! 

This giant, 43%, pound CHILTON REPAIR MA 
tells what to do. Then it shows you step by step j 
to do it. No guess work. No lost time. You handle auto 
easier, faster and better than you may have dreamed. 

There’s a “secret” to easy auto 
and this giant manual is it! 


YOU WON'T Mi 
Z &® with how-to-fix-it data like 
this to guide you! : 


Chilton covers practically every parm 
every car on the road today. Gives com 
service details on every model of the le 
22 car makes from June 1940 to the p 
Over 600 models in all! 

Tells how to locate troubles. Shows 
work-saving shortcuts to take . . . 
justments to make . . . what parts to 

. what mistakes to avoid . . . even 
tools to use. 

“Minor” details, often so puzzling ta 
ginners, are fully explained. 

From beginning to end, it’s an hone 
goodness HOW-TO-FIX-IT guide. N@ 
“study” book. You use it right at the 
when you've got a car to fix! 

Use the CHILTON MANUAL 10 days « 
FREE. If it's not all you expect... and 

. return it AND DON'T OWE US A P| 


THE CHILTON CO., Dept. CC-66 

5605 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 39, Pa. 

Send me the giant new CHILTON "ALL CARS" 
PAIR MANUAL (Price $6.95) for 10-day FREE EXAME 
NATION. If | like Manual, | will then promptly remil 
$1.95 (plus 45¢ postage and handling); then send $2. 
each month for two months. Otherwise, | will ret 
manual postpaid in 10 days and owe you nothing. 
SAVE! Send $6.95 with order and we pay postag 
handling charge. Same return privilege. 


EASY! “The Chilton how-to- FAST! “Thanks to my Chilton A 
Manvol, | did a job in on hour ddress 
j ‘ “ & another mechanic hod worked City, Zone, State 
~ | ent f the M ht" 4 . 
eg on all day!” (OUTSIDE U.S.A.—Price $8.95 cash with order. 10-day 
= JF MELVIN WADE, Penna. GENE ARNOLD, lowa return privilege with money refunded.) 
Akbhe weeee ee 


do-it pictures are worth the 


«(CHILTON BOOKS ARE SOLD BY LEADING GOOK STORES) 








